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THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART PAYS TRIBUTE TO 

FRENCH FILMMAKER LOUIS MALLE 

Au Revior Lotus Malle 

Wednesdays and Sundays, May 1-29, 1996 

Admission $4, CMA members $3. 

(Cleveland, Ohio) As a special May film event, the Cleveland Museum of Art offers a retro- 
spective of the best movies of the great French director Louis Malle, who died last November at 
age 63. Film program coordinator John Ewing says of the series, Au Revior Louis Malle, 

‘‘when one thinks of Louis Malle, one thinks first of the tenderness, equanimity, and compassion 
with which he drew his very human screen characters. But beneath bis warm-fuzzy surface beat 
the heart of a true subversive. These nine movies exemplify his distinctive approach.” 

From the guilt-free adultery in his second film The Lovers (which caused a major brou- 
haha that went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court when it opened at Cleveland Heights’ 

Heights Art Theatre) to his depiction of a child as a sex object in his first American movie Pretty 
Baby, Malle skewered complacency and challenged conventional wisdom in film after film. 

Ewing asks, “Who but Malle would have made a charming comedy about incest {Murmur of the 
Heart), an anarchic tale of a bratty, foul-mouthed 1 1 -year-old and her drag-queen uncle (Zazie), 
or a pre-Leaving Las Vegas account of an alcoholic’s inexorable slide toward suicide {The Fire 
Within)?” In My Dinner with Andre, Malle discarded the conventions of feature filmmaking for 
a one-set, two-character talkfest that was both gripping and cinematic. 

Malle began his directorial career with the New Wavish thriller Elevator to the Gallows 
(1958). By the time oi Atlantic City (1980) and Au Revoir les Enfants (1987), his style was more 
fluid than flashy and he had matured into an astute observer of the human condition as well as a 
formidable "actor’s director." The museum pays tribute to Malle with screenings of all nine of 
the films mentioned above. Admission is $4, CMA members $3. 

(Film details on reverse) 
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Au Revior Loins Malle 

Wednesdays and Sundays, May 1-29, 1996 

Admission $4, CMA members $3. 

Wed/1 May, 7:30 Elevator to the Gallows (France, 1958, b&w, subtitles, 90 min.) directed by Louis Malle, 
with Jeanne Moreau and Maurice Ronet. A man and his mistress conspire to bump off her wealthy husband. 
Malle’s first feature has an improvised jazz score by Miles Davis. 

Sun/5 May, 1:30 The Lovers (France, 1958, b&w, subtitles, 90 min.) directed by Louis Malle, with Jeanne 
Moreau and Alain Cuny. A bored society wife takes a young lover in this sensuous, initially shocking account 
of adultery without guilt. ‘Scope print. 

Wed/8 May, 7:30 Zazie (France, 1960, color, subtitles, 92 min.) directed by Louis Malle, with Catherine 
Demongeot and Philippe Noiret. Spirited, freewheeling adaptation of Raymond Queneau’s “unfilmable” 
novel Zazie dans le Metro, about a foul-mouthed 1 1 -year-old visiting her drag-queen uncle in Paris. Over- 
flows with sight gags, in-jokes and visual invention. 

Sun/12 May, 1:30 The Fire Within (France, 1963, b&w, subtitles, 108 min.) directed by Louis Malle, with 
Maurice Ronet and Jeanne Moreau. Masterful chronicle of the last hours of a dissolute, alcoholic playboy 
spiralling toward suicide. 

Wed/15 May, 7:30 Murmur of the Heart (France/Germany/Italy, 1971, color, subtitles, 118 min.) directed by 
Louis Malle, with Lea Massari and Benoit Ferreux. In this a sunny, subversive comedy set in 1954, a teenage 
boy agonizing over how to lose his virginity finds a solution close to home. Rated R. 

Sun/19 May, 1:30 Atlantic City (Canada/France, 1980, color, 104 min.) directed by Louis Malle, with Burt 
Lancaster, Susan Sarandon, and Michel Piccoli. Poetic account of petty hoods, small-time losers, and big- 
time dreamers in seedy, late-seventies Atlantic City. Screenplay by John Guare. Rated R. 

Wed/22 May, 7:30 Pretty Baby (USA, 1978, color, 109 min.) directed by Louis Malle, with Brooke Shields, 
Keith Carradine, and Susan Sarandon. A photographer documenting bordello life in 1917 New Orleans 
marries a young child fated to turn prostitute on her twelfth birthday. Rated R. 

Sun/26 May, 1 :30 My Dinner with Andre (USA, 1981, color, 110 min.) directed by Louis Malle, with 
Wallace Shawn and Andre Gregory. Funny, moving, hypnotic film in which down-to-earth actor-playwright 
Wallace Shawn and flighty avant-garde theatre director Andre Gregory discuss, over dinner, the meaning of 
life. 

Wed/29 May, 7:30 Au Revoir les Enfants (France/W. Germany, 1987, color, subtitles, 103 min.) directed by 
Louis Malle. Poignant autobiographical drama set in a Catholic school during WWII, where a young boy 
befriends another child with a mysterious past and an assumed name. 



